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" I incline to think, 3\Ir. President, that a -war has broken out here,
which is very likely, before it closes, to bring the parties to a better under-
standing. But -who are the parties ? Will you please to remember, sir,
that this is a measure founded in Executive recommendation ? The Presi-
dent, charged by the Constitution -with the duty of executing the laws,
has sent us a message, alleging that powerful combinations are forming- to
resist their execution; that the existing laws are not sufficient to meet the
crisis; and recommending sundry enactments as necessary for the occasion.
The message being referred to the Judiciary Committee, that committee
has reported a bill in compliance with the President's recommendation.
It lias not gone beyond the message. Every thing in the bill, every single
provision, which is now complained of, is in the message. Yet the whole
war is raised against the bill, and against the committee, as if the com-
mittee had originated the whole matter. Gentlemen get up and address
us, as if they were arguing against some measure of a factious opposition.
They look the same way, sir, and speak with the same vehemence, as they
used to do when they raised their patriotic voices against wliat they called
a 'coalition.'

" Now, sir, let it be known, once for all, that this is an. Administration
measure; that it is the President's own measure; and I pray gentlemen to
have the goodness, if they call it hard names, and talk loudly against its
friends, not to overlook its source. Let them attack it, if they choose to
attack it, in its origin.

" Let it be known, also, that a majority of the committee reporting the
bill are friends and supporters of the Administration; and that it is main-
tained in this House by those who are among its steadfast friends of long
standing.

" It is, as I have already said, the President's own measure. Let those
who oppose it, oppose it as such. Let them fairly acknowledge its .origin,
and meet it accordingly.

" The honorable member from Kentucky (Mr. Bibb), who spoke first
against the bill, said he found in it another Jersey prison-ship; let him
state, then, that the President has sent a message to Congress, recommend-
ing a renewal of the sufferings and horrors of the Jersey prison-ship. He
says, too, that the bill snuffs of the alien and sedition law. But the bill is
fragrant of no flower except the same which perfumes the message. Let
him, then, say, if he thinks so, that General Jackson advises a revival of
the principles of the alien and sedition laws.

" The honorable member from Virginia (Mr. Tyler) finds out a resem-
blance between this bill and the Boston port bill. Sir, if one of these be
imitated from the other, the imitation is the President's. The bill makes
the President, he says, sole judge of the Constitution. Docs he mean to
say that the President has recommended a measure which is to make him
sole judge of the Constitution? The bill, he declares, sacrifices every
thing to arbitrary power; he will lend no aid to its passage; he would
rather ' be a dog and bay the moon, than such a Roman.' He did not say